OK-AHEAD Board Minutes

August 15, 2011

12 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

University of Oklahoma Disability Resource Center and Conference Call

Board Members Present: Suzette Dyer, Christina Perry, Jennifer Pruchnicki (conference call), Chimene Long, Cindy Dougherty (conference call), Erich Hayes, Erin Taylor, Janet Griffith, Jan Hatch, Jane Sarber, Mike Shuttic

Treasurer’s Report: Chimene reported that OK-Ahead funds have been moved into a money market/savings/checking account with the Oklahoma Educators Credit Union, which has a better interest rate. There is currently $9,009.08 in savings and $6,8052.01 in checking. Chimene explained that there are now more costs on OK-Ahead because we no longer have sponsors, so supplies such as pens and folders will be paid for out of the OK-Ahead accounts. Janet moved to accept the report and Mike seconded. The Board accepted the account amounts as presented. 

Web Updates and Resources: Chimene has updated the OK-Ahead website. The website has new content, such as the OCR Dear Colleague letters, case law updates, and articles of relevance such as e-books. The Board hopes that the new information and resources will increase interest and enthusiasm about future conferences. Chimene asked that the Board review the Student Transition Handbook and asked for assistance in updating the directory. Cindy offered to send an email through COSA for responses on who the disability coordinators are on various campuses. 

Board Resignation: Kim Eason is no longer working at the Oklahoma Department of Career Technology. She has resigned from the OK-Ahead board as an associate member. The Board decided to wait until the fall conference to see about replacing that position. 

Governor’s Special Education Task Force:  Erin reported that Rep. Jason Nelson had approached Gov. Mary Fallin about this task force. The goal would be to evaluate how to more avoid glitches and clogs for those who receive services. Because there will probably be a heavy K-12 focus, the Board felt it was important to have a representative and a voice from the post-secondary sector. The Board nominated Mike Shuttic if this task force happens, and Mike responded that he is interested in serving. 

Scholarship: In the past, scholarship recipients were recognized at the OK-Ahead conference. However, the Board recommends that it might be special to recognize the student on their own campus, perhaps with a VIP lunch with an OK-Ahead board member, disability coordinator, or other post-secondary administrators. This year’s recipients are from UCO, Francis-Tuttle, and OSU. The Board also suggested that a scholarship recipient should fill out an acceptance form and as part of that form we can ask if he/she gives permission for a media press release to their campus/local paper. Christina indicated she could chair the committee and Cindy and Jan also volunteered to serve on the committee.  

OK-Ahead Fall conference: 

· Proposed dates: October 28 & 29, November 9 & 10, November 17 & 18. It was discussed that since OK-Ahead is now offering an annual conference, 2 full days should be offered. 

· Location: Board felt like a central location would be most convenient and increase attendance. Looking into possibility of OCCC, Rose State, UCO, OSU-OKC, Moore-Norman technology center, and career techs in the area.  Jane, Jan, and Chimene offered to contact the schools to see about use of facilities and catering options. 

· Theme: Board recommended a theme to tie in “Dear Colleague”

· Speakers/Topics: Board suggested a day with U.S. Access Board Negotiations. Other topic ideas included campus safety/evacuation processes (presentation by Red Cross), Able Tech, IT accessibility issues, and social media. The Board felt these topics might encourage other groups to participate in the conference, such as campus architects, physical facilities staff, distance learning coordinators, and campus safety officers. The Board also felt that an electronic brochure available on the website and emailed to interested parties would be most helpful in promoting the conference. Board also felt it would be helpful to promote the conference with the American Institutes of Architects about possible sponsorships or offering training/continuing education opportunities. 

· Pricing: Board recommended an affiliate fee of $60 one day, $85 two-day; non-affiliate fee of $100, $175 two-day; and parent/student fee of $50 and $25 respectively. Since two full days of conferencing is suggested, the Board recognized a need to provide two days of breakfast, lunch and/or snacks and the pricing would take those under consideration. 

· Recognition of past board members: Board discussed recognizing Kay with a plaque and the rest of the past board members with a certificate (Sharla, Lonni, Kim)

· Awards: The Board recommends continuing with the Access Award but to discontinue the OK-Ahead awards to members. Rep. Nelson’s name was brought up as a potential recipient of this year’s Access Award. 

New Business: Cindy gave an update about the Ahead conference. Board discussed whether having a Facebook or Twitter site would be beneficial and it was decided that it would not at this time. Suzette discussed the possibility of stepping down as president if necessary for medical reasons. Board discussed that should this be needed, Mike and Janet, as previous presidents, could help Christina transition into her role. Board all offered to help as needed. 

Old Business: Suzette asked that Board look over bylaws and constitution. Motion to adjourn made by Chimene and Janet seconded the motion. Board agreed. Meeting concluded at 2:27 p.m. 

